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© 2025 Antech Diagnostics, Inc. All rights reserved. Antech, Antech logo, and all other trademarks 
used herein are the trademarks of Antech Diagnostics, Inc. or its affiliates. 012226

800-872-1001 us
800-341-3440 ca

antechdiagnostics.com 

Canine Heartworm Antigen Results*

Antigen DETECTED Antigen UNDETECTED

Modified Knott's test*
Clinical signs potentially 

consistent with 
heartworm disease

No clinical signs of  
heartworm disease

Consider Modified Knott’s 
test* and heat-treated 
heartworm antigen test

Start or continue prophylaxis.
Recheck heartworm antigen 

and Modified Knott’s 
test* in six months

Continue prophylaxis.  
Recheck heartworm 
antigen and Modified 
Knott's test* annually

Unknown or potential issues 
in heartworm prophylaxis 

in the previous months

Receiving heartworm 
prophylaxis without lapses 
in the previous 6 months

Antigen DETECTED Antigen UNDETECTED

D. immitis microfilariae 
identified

D. immitis microfilariae  
NOT identified

Heartworm infection 
confirmed. Refer to Expert 

Treatment Guidelines**

Perform a second antigen  
test using a different 

methodology

Antigen DETECTED Antigen UNDETECTED

Clinical signs potentially 
consistent with 

heartworm disease

No clinical signs of 
heartworm disease

Heartworm infection confirmed. Refer to 

Expert Treatment Guidelines**

Investigate for another cause of clinical signs

Start or continue prophylaxis. Recheck heartworm antigen and Modified Knott’s test* in six months

Start or continue 
prophylaxis.

Recheck heartworm 
antigen and Modified 

Knott’s test* in  
six months

Heartworm infection 
confirmed. Refer to Expert 

Treatment Guidelines**
Heat-treated heartworm antigen test

Antech Canine Heartworm Antigen Test 
Clinical Decision-Making Algorithm

•	 Cough
•	 Exercise intolerance

Clinical Signs of Canine Heartworm Disease *Recommendations
It is the recommendation of the American Heartwom Society (AHS) and the 
Companion Animal Parasite Council (CAPC) that all dogs have both a heartworm 
antigen and microfilaria test performed annually for heartworm screening.

**Treatment Guidelines
AHS guidelines: heartwormsociety.org/images/pdf/Canine-Guidelines-Summary.pdf
CAPC guidelines: https://capcvet.org/guidelines/heartworm/

Pet signalment, history (clinical, treatment), test results, risk, and pet-owner specific factors will inform individual 
case treatment decisions. Consideration should be given to appropriate antimicrobial use/stewardship.

Antech Consultation Services is available to provide case support.
800-872-1001, option 2, us     800-341-3440, option 2, ca

Note: Dogs with mild or early disease may be asymptomatic; 
routine screening is critical for early detection.

•	 Ascites
•	 Caval Syndrome

•	 Labored breathing
•	 Syncope


