
FIGURE 9.1
Monitoring Glucose in Diabetic Dogs (Not on Basal Insulin)
BGC, blood glucose curve; CGM, continuous glucose monitor; DM, diabetes mellitus; U, unit
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MONITORING GLUCOSE IN DIABETIC DOGS (Not on Basal Insulin)

*The magnitude of the 
insulin dose increase can be 
determined by a dog’s size 
and how uncontrolled the 
dog’s DM is at the time of 

assessment.
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See “Hypoglycemia Algorithm”

Increase insulin dose  
in increments of:*

•	 0.5-1 U/dose in small and 
medium-sized dogs

•	 1-2 U/dose in medium to 
large or giant breed dogs

If giving q 24 hr, 
consider q 12 hr. 

Recheck CGM or BGC 
in 5–14 days.
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stress
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maintain on 
same dose 

and monitor for 
clinical signs  

of uncontrolled 
DM

Losing

If weight is 
decreasing 

unintentionally, 
consider 
additional 

testing (such as 
fructosamine) 
or a trial dose 

increase.

Consider dose increase in 
increments of:*

• 0.5-1 U/dose in small and 
medium-sized dogs

• 1-2 U/dose in medium to large 
or giant breed dogs

Recheck CGM or BGC  
in 5–14 days.




