
TABLE 5.3
Summary and Sequence of Spill Management Cleaning Steps*

Sequence of Cleaning Steps Purpose Agents

Deactivation Render compound inert or inactive As listed in the hazardous drug labeling. If no specific 
information is available, sodium hypochlorite or other 
EPA-registered oxidizer is used.

Decontamination Remove inactivated residue Sterile alcohol, sterile water, peroxide, or sodium 
hypochlorite

Cleaning Remove organic and inorganic material Germicidal detergent and sterile water

Disinfection  Destroy microorganisms Sterile alcohol or other EPA-registered disinfectant 
appropriate for use

Adapted from International Society of Oncology Pharmacy Practitioners Standards of Practice.
*Reprinted with permission from Biller B, Berg J, Garrett L, et al. 2016 AAHA Oncology Guidelines for Dogs and Cats. J Am Anim Hosp Assoc. 
2016;52(4):181-204. 
EPA, Environmental Protection Agency. 

The 2026 AAHA Oncology Guidelines for Dogs and Cats are available at aaha.org/oncology-guidelines.
These guidelines were prepared by a Task Force of experts convened by the American Animal Hospital Association (AAHA) and were subjected to a formal 
peer-review process. This document is intended as a guideline only, not an AAHA standard of care. These guidelines and recommendations should not be 
construed as dictating an exclusive protocol, course of treatment, or procedure. Variations in practice may be warranted based on the needs of the individual 
patient, resources, and limitations unique to each individual practice setting. ©2025 AAHA.




