
TABLE 3.1
Tumor Grade and Stage Features

Tumor Grade Tumor Stage

Definition Describes the microscopic appearance of cancer 
cells and tissue 

Describes the size and extent of local disease and 
presence of regional and distant metastasis

Features of low  
grade/stage

Well-differentiated cells that closely resemble 
normal tissue with minimal invasion or disruption of 
surrounding normal tissue

Small tumors without evidence of regional and/or 
distant metastasis 

Features of high  
grade/stage

Poorly differentiated cells without normal tissue 
architecture or pattern

Large/infiltrative tumors or tumors with regional 
and/or distant metastasis

The 2026 AAHA Oncology Guidelines for Dogs and Cats are available at aaha.org/oncology-guidelines.
These guidelines were prepared by a Task Force of experts convened by the American Animal Hospital Association (AAHA) and were subjected to a formal 
peer-review process. This document is intended as a guideline only, not an AAHA standard of care. These guidelines and recommendations should not be 
construed as dictating an exclusive protocol, course of treatment, or procedure. Variations in practice may be warranted based on the needs of the individual 
patient, resources, and limitations unique to each individual practice setting. ©2025 AAHA.




